THEROMANTICS                           271

better book in The Story of Francis Cluddey a romance of Bloody
Mary's day, but Weyman first found popularity with A Gentleman
of France in 1893. This ever popular cloak and sword story, one
of the best English imitations of Dumas ever written, with a
down-at-heel soldier of fortune-, the Sieur de Marsac, playing the
heroic role of D'Artagnan in the era of Chicot the Jester, ran
serially throughout 1893 in Longmatfs Magazine, and after a quiet
greeting on book publication, suddenly began to sell, doubtless
owing to Lang's boosting, so rapidly that it was advertised as in
its thirty-fourth thousand at six shillings by February, 1895.

Within a couple of years after this success, Weyman had seven
other books to his name. Memoirs of a Minister of France comprised
a collection of magazine stories, and the weakness of My Lady
Rotha indicates an earlier composition resuscitated as additional
provender for the appetite greedy for anything by Weyman, but
Under the Red Robe^ set in D'Artagnan's own period, and The Red
Cockade, a tale of the French Revolution told with a complete
mastery of dramatic situation and rapid narrative, well sustained
the inevitable comparison with Dumas. From 1897 to 1905 he
kept up a fine level of quality with Shrewsbury, a story of Fenwick's
plot in 1695, 2^ Castle Inn and Sophia in a mid-eighteenth century
setting, Count Hannibal approximating closely to Dumas' Mar-
guerite de Valois in dealing again with the St. Bartholomew
Massacre, The Long Night in Geneva at the time of Savoy's attack
in 1602, The Abbess of Vlaye in Limousin at Henry of Navarre's
accession, and Stawecrow Farm in the Windermere country at
the time Wordsworth, Southey, and De Quincey were living'there.
Chippinge (1906), brilliantly recreating the social and political
atmosphere of the Reform BiH epoch, was Weyman's favourite
among his books, though not, as Eark Welby suggests, his first
attempt "to use an English setting and dispense with cloak aad
sword," for this he had already done in The Castle Inn> Sophia,
and Starvecrow Farm,

After The Wild Geese> a tale of Irish country society in the first
years of George L, appearing in 1908, Weyman published nothing
for ten years. He must have made an ample income from his
books, and he lived quietly in rural retirement at Ruthm, in
Denbigh, where he was chairman of the local magistrates' bench